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Body surfers,
North Shore,
Oahu

O&hﬂ There's a new buzz on Oahu, fueled by over $1 bil-
lion in development. More than 90 new stores and restaurants are
debuting in Waikiki alone. The $535 million Waikiki Beach Walk
has turned a lacklustre area into a showplace, with 40 new shops
and several galleries spread over eight acres.

On the Honolulu dining scene, don't miss the long-awaited
Cassis by Chef Mavro. Look for inventive dishes like warm Hawaii
island goat cheese purse with eggplant marmalade or duck breast
with faro risotto flavoured with Asian pesto (66 Queen Street;
808/545-8100). At Stage, "couture cuisine” is a magnet for local
media celebrities who crave the cutting-edge cooking of Alan
Wong protégé Jon Matsubara. His repertoire includes such dishes
as a cunning eggshell filled with scrambled egg, caviar, and yuzu
cream and a palate deanser of Granny Smith-wasabi sorbet
{Honolulu Design Center, 1250 Kapiloni Boulevard; B08/237-5428).
The new Hawaiian outpost of Nobu is a sieek magnet for beauti-
ful people, with impeccable sushi and signature dishes like broiled

Big ISla,Ild With its own organic produce farm,

Fujimamas has garnered praise as the Big Islands best new
restaurant. Dine on sushi and fusion dishes like Thai Caesar salad
in a serene private tatami room (75-5719 Alii Drive, Kailua-Kona;
808/327-2125). Merriman’s Market Café is a new, casual
Mediterranean restaurant from Hawaiian Regional Cuisine icon
Peter Merriman (his flagship is Merriman’s); when browsing the
King's Shops, take a break to lunch on a pizzetta (King's Shops,
Waikoloa; 808/886-1700).

The island's cultural hub is Kahilu Theatre, where the social set
gathers to see top Hawaiian and international music groups (67-
1186 Lindsey Road, Parker Ranch Center, Waimea/Kamuels;
508/885-6868). One of the best local cockiail scenes is the Lava
Lounge, with incredible views and a signature pineapple cosmo
(72-100 Kaupulehu Drive, Kailua-Kona; 808/325-8000). The
lounge at Fujimamas (above) attracts an élite crowd to quaff
fresh fruit martinis. And for fans of the grape, Mixx Bistro Bar has
an extensive wine list, with live music nightly on an outdoor
patio (King Kamehameha Mall, Kona; 808/329-7334).
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black cod with miso (2233 Helumoa Road; 808/237-6999).

For nightlife, look no further than Pearl, a stunning $2.2 million
lounge/restaurant, where you can sip the signature Pearl Martini
{topped with a sprinkle of real pearl dust) among Honolulu's
hippest (Ala Moana Center, Hookipa Terrace, 3rd Level; 808/944-
8000). Lotus Soundbar draws a ses-and-be-seen crowd with hip-
hop and club classics; VIP tables and bottle service are available
{2301 Kuhio Avenue; 808/924-1688). The restaurant Indigo turns
intc a trendy lounge at night, catering to a well-heeled, arty
crowd, with three bars serving the signature lychee martini (1121
Nuuanu Avenue; 808/521-2900).

Fashionistas are heading to the renovated Royal Hawaiian
Shopping Center for new top-label offerings from Fendi, Cartier,
Hermés, and Kate Spade (2201 Kalakaua Avenue; 808/922-0588).

Be sure to make time for a lesson at Hans Hedemann Surf
School, a favourite of celebrities like Prince Albert of Monaco and
the Rolling Stones’ Ronnie Wood (808/924-7778).

King’s Shops,
" Big Island

Style-savvy shoppers have embraced the tropical chic of
Tommy Bahama, flocking to the new flagship store for casual sep-
arates, golfing dothes, and a range of furniture and accessories.
There’s also a café with a menu inspired by island cuisine (Shops
at Mauna Lani, 68-1330 Mauna Lani Drive, Kohala Coast; 808/881-
8688). King's Shops hosts Tiffany & Co. and six other jewellery
stores—including Baron & Leeds, which carries an extensive
selection of Rolexes {69-250 Waikoloa Beach Drive, Waikoloa;
808/886-8811).

Try "power” snorkelling or scuba diving with an easy-to-use
“diver propulsion vehicle,” also referred to as a torpedo. Torpedo
Tours can help you explore the waters off the Kona coast, gliding
along effortlessly with fish, dolphins, turtles, and manta rays
{808/938-0405). Get a state-of-the-art briefing on the island’s
world-class observatories at the $28 million Imiloa Astronomy
Center in Hilo, a museum and planetarium housed in three daz-
ziing titanium cones, which represent the island’s towering volica-
noes: Mauna Loa, Mauna Kea, and Hualalai {600 imiloa Place,
Hilo; 808/969-9700).
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